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Sunday
HERE’S WHAT I THINK 

 At church your best friend comes in waving a ticket to a concert by your 
favorite band. You manage to swallow your envy, “thou shalt not covet” 
and all that. Then you realize you have enough savings. Barely. You 
could go. The guest speakers that day at church are missionaries. They 
live with no running water and not enough food. Families in their village 
live in shacks made of boxes. They’ll pass a basket soon for donations. 
But you need your money for the concert ticket.

 If you decide to use the money for the concert, do you think you’ll be 
able to enjoy yourself? What do you think your responsibility is toward 
missions? 

 Log on to www.guidemagazine.org/rtf to post your responses. Be up-
front and honest. Say what you think.

Monday
WHAT ARE THEY  
TRYING TO SAY? 

 Different people, different opinions. Some of the quotations below 
represent the views of true kingdom citizens; others may not. Can 
you tell the difference? How do these statements compare with 
what God is saying in His word? After reviewing the texts in the 
God says . . . section of the lesson, write a statement that captures 
your belief. Be prepared to quote yourself at Sabbath School.

 “Poor people have more fun than rich people, they say; and I notice it’s 
the rich people who keep saying it.”—Jack Paar, 20th-century U.S. talk show host.

 “We are rich only through what we give, and poor only through what we 
refuse.”—Anne Swetchine, 19th-century Russian-French writer.

 “No man is so poor as to have nothing worth giving. . . . Give what you 
have. To someone it may be better than you dare to think.”—Henry 

Wadsworth Longfellow, 19th-century U.S. poet, educator, linguist.

 “The rich rob the poor, and the poor rob one another.”—Sojourner Truth, 

19th-century U.S. abolitionist, reformer.

 “It is almost impossible to remember how tragic a place the world is 
when one is playing golf.”—Robert Lynd, 20th-century Irish writer.

 “But Satan now is wiser than of yore, and tempts by making rich, not 
making poor.”—Alexander Pope, 18th-century English poet.

 “Charity separates the rich from the poor; aid raises the needy and 
sets him on the same level with the rich.”—Eva Perón, 20th-century Argentine 

political leader.

 “Poor nations are hungry, and rich nations are proud; and pride and hun-
ger will ever be at variance.”—Jonathan Swift, 18th-century Anglo-Irish satirist.

THE HAVES AND THE HAVE-NOTS

(What connection do you think the following illustration has with the 
Bible texts in Wednesday’s section?)

Angel of Mercy. On August 27, 1910, in the town of Skopje (which  
is now in Macedonia), a baby girl was born to an Albanian man and his 
wife. They named the child Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu. Little Agnes grew 
up, and by the time she was 12 years old she knew what she wanted  
to do with her life. Agnes wanted to help the poor.

Missionaries in Bengal, India, sent home reports of their work. 
Reading these reports inspired Agnes, and she wanted to help the poor 
in India too. When she was a teenager, she left home to join a com-
munity of Irish nuns who had a mission in Calcutta. She took the name 
“Sister Teresa.” For nearly 20 years Sister Teresa happily taught school 
and was the principal of St. Mary’s high school in Calcutta.

But in 1946 something happened that changed Sister Teresa’s life 
forever. She got sick. They thought she had tuberculosis, a lung disease 
that was very serious then, and she was sent to Darjeeling to recover. 
As she rode the train to Darjeeling, Sister Teresa felt that God was  
telling her to follow Him to the slums and serve the poorest of the poor. 

So she took a medical training course and went into the slums of 
Calcutta to begin a school for children.

When Sister Teresa found a woman who was half eaten by maggots 
and rats lying in front of a Calcutta hospital, she sat with the woman until 
she died. Then she established a home for the poor who were dying—
The Nirmal Hriday (Pure Heart) home for dying destitutes. Homeless  
people and other human outcasts could come and be cared for until they 
died. They were washed, fed, and allowed to die with dignity. 

In 1979 Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu, better known to the world as 
Mother Teresa, was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. She accepted it 
in the name of the “unwanted, unloved and uncared-for,” wearing the 
same $1 sari (Indian dress) she put on when she began her order. 

Mother Teresa gave everything, even herself, to the poor. Even when 
she had possessions she didn’t keep them. When Pope Paul VI gave her 
a white Lincoln Continental, instead of using it she auctioned the car off 
and used the money to start a leper colony in West Bengal. 

Until the day of her death, September 5, 1997, Mother Teresa, the 
woman who had nothing, was one of the richest people on earth, far 
richer than Bill Gates or Donald Trump. And unlike them, the riches she 
had could never be lost or stolen. 
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 Key Text: Choose one of the texts from Wednesday’s section of the lesson. 
Write it here and memorize it this week.

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Write your own quotation.
What I say is . . .

     _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________



Tuesday
SO WHAT? 

 You may think this subject doesn’t have much to do with you. After all, 
as an early teenager you probably don’t have a lot of money to call your 
own. Maybe your parents insist that most of your money go straight into 
a bank account so you’ll have money for college or you have a baby-sit-
ting or lawn-mowing job, but your paycheck is “chicken feed.” You prob-
ably figure that you can’t be corrupted by materialism if all you’ve got is 
the change jingling in your pocket. 

 But, here’s the thing. God isn’t waiting for you to get rich before you get 
concerned about His people who are living in poverty. He wants you to 
care about them right now, no matter where you are, with a dollar in 
your pocket or a couple hundred stuffed into your piggy bank. 

 You’ve probably heard the saying “Money talks.” It means you have a 
strong voice as someone who buys things. When your buying dollars are 
put together with others’, you send a message to the people who are 
selling things. And how you spend your money can speak for you. It can 
tell businesses that you care how they treat workers in developing coun-
tries and that you aren’t willing to pay big bucks just to have the name 
of someone famous on your sneakers. You can run as fast and jump as 
high without them.

 The time to start thinking about the money you will have to manage for 
God, and how God wants you to use it, is as soon as you have any—any 
at all. If you let God show you how He wants you to use the money He 
gives you now and get used to listening to His still small voice, it will be 
much easier to hear Him when He gives you more money later on.

Thursday
WHAT DOES THIS  
HAVE TO DO WITH ME? 

 It’s easy to blow money. A couple bucks for some chips and a soda, and 
don’t forget the candy bar. Easy come, easy go. But as Christians we 
need to think about what else our money could buy. In another country 
the money spent on that little after-school snack could have fed a family 
living on some moldy potatoes. 

 When Jesus was here He asked us to love our neighbors because He knew 
we would come closest to understanding Him when He was working 
through us. He said it was great when we even gave someone a cup of 
water or our extra clothes. When we help others it’s as if we’re helping Him.

 Try this. Next time you get some money, hold it in your hand and dedi-
cate it to God. All of it. Not just 10 percent and some change for the  
mission offering. Tell God that you want Him to tell you what to do with 
all of it. And just stand back and see what happens. All true blessings 
come from God—even money. He knows exactly what you should do 
with it and He has ways to multiply it that we don’t know anything 
about. Check it out.
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Place:________________________ Phone number: ______________________

Contact person:_________________ Interest?: _________________________

Place:________________________ Phone number: ______________________

Contact person:_________________ Interest?: _________________________

Place:________________________ Phone number: _______________________

Contact person:_________________ Interest?:  ___________________________________

 How it went:   _____________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

Notes:_____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Friday
HOW DOES IT WORK? 

 All talk and no action isn’t going to get things done. So here’s the 
deal. This week, get out and see how the other half lives. Find a 
soup kitchen or rescue mission in your neighborhood, town, city, or 
somewhere close by. Or you can go to a nursing home. Write down 
the names of the places and contact persons along with the phone 
number. Ask an adult to help you contact them until you find one 
where you can volunteer to help out for a few hours this week. After 
you go, take some time to record your experience. In what ways was 
your experience an eye-opener? Consider volunteering on a regular 
basis. 

Wednesday
GOD SAYS . . . 

 Isaiah 55:1-3 (CEV) 
“If you are thirsty, come and drink water! If you don’t have any money, 
come, eat what you want! Drink wine and milk without paying a cent. 
Why waste your money on what really isn’t food? Why work hard for 
something that doesn’t satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and you will enjoy 
the very best foods. Pay close attention! Come to me and live. I will 
promise you the eternal love and loyalty that I promised David.”

 Matthew 16:26 (CEV) 
“What will you gain, if you own the whole world but destroy yourself? 
What would you give to get back your soul?”

 Luke 16:11, 12 (NIV) 
“So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who 
will trust you with true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy 
with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?” 

 1 Timothy 6:6-10 (CEV) 
“And religion does make your life rich, by making you content with what 
you have. We didn’t bring anything into this world, and we won’t take 
anything with us when we leave. So we should be satisfied just to have 
food and clothes. People who want to be rich fall into all sorts of temp-
tations and traps. They are caught by foolish and harmful desires that 
drag them down and destroy them. The love of money causes all kinds 
of trouble. Some people want money so much that they have given up 
their faith and caused themselves a lot of pain.”

 Luke 16:10 (CEV) 
“Anyone who can be trusted in little matters can also be trusted in im-
portant matters. But anyone who is dishonest in little matters will be  
dishonest in important matters.”

 (More: Read the parables in Matthew 25:14-29 and Luke 12:13-23.) 


