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Sunday
HERE’S WHAT I THINK 

 One of the most famous reasons some people stay away from church  
is the hypocrisy they see. In the airport a young man found out a fel-
low traveler was a Christian; he remarked: “I don’t want to have any-
thing to do with those Christians; they are all a bunch of hypocrites. 
I’m better off without them.” What do you think would be a good re-
sponse or answer to that kind of thinking? (Maybe a comeback or ar-
gument isn’t the best.)

 How would you respond? Do you feel offended when people say things 
like that? How much damage would you do to the Christian reputation 
to admit, “You’re right, I am a hypocrite. Aren’t we all?”

 Log on to www.guidemagazine.org/rtf to post your responses. Be up-
front and honest. Say what you think.

Monday
WHAT ARE THEY  
TRYING TO SAY? 

 Different people, different opinions. Some of the quotations below 
represent the views of true kingdom citizens; others may not. Can 
you tell the difference? How do these statements compare with 
what God is saying in His word? After reviewing the texts in the 
God says . . . section of the lesson, write a statement that captures 
your belief. Be prepared to quote yourself at Sabbath School.

 “Look less at me and look more to Christ. Grace has saved me and His 
grace will suffice.”—Supertones, U.S. musicians.

 “A good example is the best sermon.”—Benjamin Franklin, 18th-century U.S. 

statesman and philosopher.

 “Character is what you are in the dark.”—D. L. Moody, 19th-century U.S. evange-

list. 

 “Blessed are they who have the gift of making friends, for it is one of 
God’s best gifts. It involves many things, but above all, the power of 
going out of one’s self, and appreciating whatever is noble and loving  
in another.”—Thomas Hughes, 19th-century English jurist, reformer, and writer.

 “Preach the gospel at all times. . . . If necessary, use words.”—Francis of 

Assisi, 13th-century Italian friar, founder of the Franciscan order.

 “God believes in me; therefore my situation is never hopeless. God 
walks with me; therefore I am never alone. God is on my side; therefore 
I can never lose.”—A. Philip Parham, U.S. priest and counselor.

 “ There is a counterfeit Christianity in the world as well as a genuine 
Christianity. The true spirit of the [person] is manifested by the way in 
which [they deal with their fellows].”—Ellen G. White, 19th-century inspired author 

and church cofounder.

GUY IN A GORILLA SUIT

(What connection do you think the following illustration has with the 
Bible texts in Wednesday’s section?)

A man was looking for a job, and he noticed that there was an 
opening at the local zoo. He inquired about the job and discovered that 
the zoo had a very unusual position that they wanted to fill. Apparently 
their gorilla had died, and until they could get a new one they needed 
someone to dress up in a gorilla suit and act like a gorilla for a few days. 
He was just to sit, eat, and sleep. His identity would be kept a secret, of 
course. Thanks to a very fine gorilla suit, no one would be the wiser.

The zoo offered good pay for this job, so the man decided to do it. 
He tried on the suit, and sure enough, he looked just like a gorilla. Zoo 
employees led him to the cage; he took a position at the back of the 
cage and pretended to sleep. But after a while he got tired of sitting,  
so he walked around a little bit, jumped up and down, and tried a few 
gorilla noises. The people who were watching him seemed to really like 
that. When he would move or jump around, they would clap and cheer 
and throw him peanuts. And the man loved peanuts. So he jumped 
around some more and tried climbing a tree. That seemed to really get 
the crowd excited. They threw more peanuts. Playing to the crowd, he 
grabbed a vine and swung from one side of the cage to the other. The 
people loved it and threw more peanuts. Wow, this is great, he thought. 
He swung higher, and the crowd grew bigger. He continued to swing on 
the vine, getting higher and higher—and then all of a sudden, the vine 
broke! He swung up and out of the cage, landing in the lion’s cage that 
was next door. 

He panicked. There was a huge lion not 20 feet away, and it looked 
very hungry. So the man in the gorilla suit started jumping up and down, 
screaming and yelling, “Help, help! Get me out of here! I’m not really a 
gorilla! I’m a man in a gorilla suit! Heeelllp!”

The lion quickly pounced on the man, held him down, and said, 
“Will you shut up? You’re going to get us both fired!”—Taken from More Hot 

Illustrations for Youth Talks, by Wayne Rice. Copyright 1995 by Youth Specialties, Inc. Used by 

permission of the Zondervan Corporation.
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 Key Text: Choose one of the texts from Wednesday’s section of the lesson. 
Write it here and memorize it this week.

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Write your own quotation.
What I say is . . .

     _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________



Wednesday
GOD SAYS . . . 

 Philippians 1:15-18 (NIV) 
“It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out 
of goodwill. The latter do so out of love, knowing that I am put here for 
the defense of the gospel. The former preach Christ out of selfish ambi-
tion, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I 
am in chains. But what does it matter? The important thing is that in 
every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And 
because of this I rejoice.”

 1 Peter 1:22 (NIV) 
“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you 
have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart.”

 Galatians 2:11-14 (NIV) 
“When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he 
stood condemned. For before certain men came from James, he used to 
eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and 
separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who 
belonged to the circumcision group. The other Jews joined him in his hy-
pocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. When I 
saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said 
to Cephas in front of them all, ‘You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile 
and not a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish 
customs?’”

 Luke 22:31-34 (NIV) 
“‘Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But I have 
prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have 
turned back, strengthen your brothers.’ But he replied, ‘Lord, I am ready to 
go with you to prison and to death.’ Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, Peter, be-
fore the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me.’”

 Acts 2:42-47 (NIV) 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the 
many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers 
were together and had everything in common. They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued 
to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes 
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying 
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily 
those who were being saved.”

 Acts 4:32-35 (NIV) 
“All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any 
of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. 
With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all 
that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time 
those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from 
the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to any-
one who had need.”

Tuesday
SO WHAT? 

 Why is it so difficult to genuinely love one another in the church? Why is it  
so difficult to be real with one another? With your friends—you choose 
them. In the church, we don’t get to choose who we are supposed to 
love. We come from all walks of life with so many different problems and 
issues, and we are expected to become like a body, a single unit? How is 
that possible? 1 Thessalonians 3:12, 13 says, “And may the Lord make 
your love for one another and for all people grow and overflow, just as 
our love for you overflows. May he, as a result, make your hearts strong, 
blameless, and holy as you stand before God our Father when our Lord 
Jesus comes again with all his holy people. Amen” (NLT). 

 God is the source of that kind of love. It doesn’t happen overnight, but it 
does happen. People from different ethnic groups and political positions 
come together to work on behalf of God. Even in the unchurched world 
there is a movement to build community and understand one another. It’s 
part of being human. It’s part of what it means to be made in the image of 
God.

 Maybe that’s not enough reason to lay your mask aside. How about this 
one? It’s lonely out there. You and I both know how desperately lonely 
we can feel. We all need to be known, not with our masks on but with 
unveiled faces. 
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Thursday
WHAT DOES THIS  
HAVE TO DO WITH ME? 

 Everything about you is known by God: the number of hairs on your head, 
what you would say today, how you will feel tomorrow, what makes you 
most angry, and what fills you with joy. Always be encouraged by your 
desire to be “made without wax” because God begins with your desire 
and your choice and coaches you through. Remember this promise, 
“Every test that you have experienced is the kind that normally comes  
to people. But God keeps his promise, and he will not allow you to be 
tested beyond your power to remain firm; at the time you are put to the 
test, he will give you the strength to endure it, and so provide you with a 
way out” (1 Corinthians 10:13, TEV).

Friday
HOW DOES IT WORK? 

 Think about the people you have a difficult time being yourself around. 
Who are the people around whom you feel you have to wear a mask or 
pretend? First of all, pray for them throughout the week and see if your 
attitude shifts a little when you think of them. Second, write down a few 
ways to practice authenticity in their presence and see how it goes. Be 
sure to write a few thoughts as you pray and practice the authentic life.


